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years old.   He could hardly read or write and earned his meagre living,
wandering from place to place.
At last he thought of bettering his lot. There being no steamers
or other means of transport in those days, he voyaged through the big
rivers on a country raft made of wooden planks and visited the various
towns in America. At one place he got the job of a shop assistant. He was
then twenty years old. Once he had a job it occurred to him that he
might study further. Thereupon, he bought a few books and began to
study them by himself. Meanwhile one of his relatives thought that
Abraham might be able to do better if he studied law; and he appren-
ticed him to a lawyer, with whom Abraham worked with great diligence
and studied books. He showed such ability that his superiors were much
pleased with him. He too felt that he was now in a position to serve
the people among whom he was born. No sooner had the thought
occurred to him than he decided, in accordance with American practice,
to stand for election to the Senate, His first pamphlet fully revealed his
special qualities. He put up a strong fight; but he met with defeat as
he was yet an unknown man, while his opponent was well known. But
the defeat only whetted his zeal.
His fervour became more intense.   Only a person who has a clear
picture in his mind of the America of those days, can properly appreciate
Lincoln's virtues and his services.    From north to south, America was
at this time a camp of slaves.   Nobody saw anything wrong in openly
selling Negroes and keeping them in slavery.    The high and the low,
the rich and the poor saw nothing strange in owning slaves. No one
thought it was wrong to do so. Religious minded men, priests and the
like saw nothing amiss and did not protest against the system of slavery
being kept up.    Some even encouraged it, and all of   them thought
that slavery also was a divine dispensation and that the Negroes were
born to it.    Few could then see that the slave trade was very wicked
and irreligious. And even those who did, preferred to remain silent, being
unable to assert themselves.   There were some who were content to play
a minor role in the amelioration of the condition of slaves. Even today
our hair stands on end to hear the accounts of the atrocities inflicted on
slaves. They were tied up and beaten; they were forced to work, they were
branded and handcuffed.   And all this was not done just to one person
but to all of them.    It may be said without fear of contradiction that
Lincoln alone, of all men, made and put into execution his resolution
to change the ideas of men, ideas which were indelibly carved on their
minds, to wage war against those hundreds of thousands of men who
depended for their living on the system and to set free the slaves from
bondage.    He was so tender by nature, his faith in God was so great,
and his compassion so deep that he began to convert the minds of men
through his speeches and writings as well as by the example of his own life*
Eventually there came into existence two parties in America: one headed
by Lincoln, another by his opponents; and a big civil war broke out;